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TO THE 

UNPREJUDICED KEADER. 



IT was the fault of some in ancient times, that they 
made void God^s law by men's traditions; and cer- 
tainly I may now assume the same complaint. For 
whilst I take a serious prospect of the spiritual nature 
and tendency of the second covenant, which God Al- 
mighty, in the fulness of time, by his prophets, pro- 
phesied to make and perfect; and also the accomplish- 
ment thereof by Jesus Christ, and what was brought 
to pass amoogst the primitive believers ; methinks I 
do not only see an utter abolishment of ceremonial 
worships, but the inscribing that spiritual law on the heart, 
and infusion of holy fear to the inward parts, whereby 
each person became capacitated to know so much of 
Go4, as suited with his present stale, from an infallia- 
ble demonstration in himself, and not on the slender 
grounds of man's lo-here interpretations, or lo-there : 
for the kingdom of God is within, where himself must 
be the teacher of his people. But on the other haiul, 
when from the noise of ever party's pretensions to, 
and contentions for their own way, as most infalliablcj 
I am induced to an impartial examination of them ; 
alas ! how have all adulterated from the purity botli 
of scripture record, and primitive example ! receiving 
for unq^ucstionable doctrines,, the falliableapprehensionsj 
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and uncertain determinations of such councils, whose 
faction, prejudice, and cruelly soon paralleled the fore- 
going heathenish persecutions. And yet that the results 
ef persons so incompetently qualified, should at this day 
in their authority remain unquestioned by the nations, 
is matter both of astonishment and piiy. But an. im- 
plicit faith has ever been the consequence of ignorance, 
idleness, and fear^ being strong impediments to a judi* 
cious inquiry, how far professed and imposed opinions 
have their consistency with reason, and the true reli- 

>gion. But that which most of all deserves a lamenta- 
tion, is, that Protestants, whose better arguments have 
confuted the plea of such as made tradition, and men's 
prescriptions unquestionble in circumstantials, should 
themselves, by print and practice, so openly declare 
and contend for its authority in essentials ; as must be 
obvious to any that observe their zealous anathemas 
against whomsoever refuse a compliance with fliem in 
doctrines, manifestly bottomed upon men's nice in- 
ventions. 

This is the right state of the controversy that i« 
maintained by us, contemptibly called Quakers, against 
the world, and the undoubted reason of our ^a^ere treat- 
ment at its hands. The end of God Almighty's raising 
us, being for no other purpose, than to declare "that 
which our eyes have seen, our ears heard, and which 
our hands have handled of the eternal word," in op- 
position to the private opinions, conjectures,, and inter- 
pretations of men concerning God and religion, that all 
people might thereby be reduced to faith in, and obe- 

- dience to, the universal grace which brings §alvatbn ; 
which as it only can restore sound judgment concern- 
ing God, and effect redemption from iniquity, so its 
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being relinquished by men, was the very ground botk 
of their division in judgment, and corruption in maa- 
ners. 

That this has been, and is our case, I shall produce 
an instance, which is indeed the occasion of this teatise. 

Two persons lately of Thomas Vincent's auditory 
in Spittle-Fields, (who goes under the notion of a 
Presbyter), being desirous to prove ail things, and to 
hold fast the best, visited our meeting, to understand 
if wc were as really deserving blame, as represented 
by our enemies ; where it then pleased divine good- 
ness to visit them with the call of his Light, from the 
inventions, carnal observations, will-worship^ and vain 
conversation of those to whqm they were formerly re- 
lated, that they might be made children of the day. 
And though its appearance might be small, yet suiBi- 
cient to discover them to have been inhabitants of the 
nigbf, and can never be rejected, but it shall bring that 
condemnation which will further testify it to be of God. 

But their relinquishing his congregation, so incensed 
this Presbyterian preacher, that his peevish zeal trans* 
ported him beyond, not only the moderation of chris* 
tianity, but the civility of education, venting his folly 
and prejudice much to this purpose : '^ That he had as 
heve they should go to a bawdy-house, as to frequent 
the Quakers' meetings, because of their erroneous and 
damnable doctrines." And pointing to the window, 
said : " If there should stand a cup of poison, I would 
rather drink it, than suck in their damnable doctrines." 
He further expressed himself in this manner to one of 
them : " If ever you go again, I will give you up, and 
God will giv« you up, that you may believe a lie, 
and be damned." Which storms of foul and railing 
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aecusations, proving ineffectuftl to shipwreck that little 
grain of faith, his hearers, as forgetting they hold their 
preaching by connivance, and the many appeals made 
by their non-conforming brethren, for an indulgence, 
came with this caution to the pater-familias^ (or he 
that was both husband and father to the concerned par- 
ties), that he would exercise his authority, as well to 
refuse them to all Quaker visitants, as prohibit them 
the lil>erty of their consciences in frequenting our 
meetiogs. 

All which we could not for the truth '5 sake, let pass 
in silence, and therefore did require him to let us have 
a public meeting, in which we might have liberty to 
answer on the behalf both of ourselves and principles 
which after some demtir, was granted, the day he ap- 
pointed, and at the second hour in the afternoon. But 
that he might not want the applause of many voices, 
and doubtless to prevent our friends, as, I «« ififbim- 
ed, bespoke his usual auditory to be there at one. And, 
as a man that would not overspend himself, or incur a 
a non-plus for want of seconds, he had his third and 
fourth, to wit, Thomas Danson, Thomas Doolittle, and 

Maddocks. who at their times (and often out 

of them) did interpose, to whom GeiM^ Whitehead 
mostly answered ; nor had there any thing been spo- 
ken by another, but from their own example. 

The matter in controversy, will be related in the 
beginning of this treatise, as a necessary preludium, or 
introduction to the following discourse. The manner of 
it was so gross, that I know not how to represent it bet- 
ter, than by the levity and rudeness of some prize ; laugh- 
ing, hissing, shoving, striking, and stigmatizing us with 
iheopprobious terms of " confident fellow/' ^ impudent 
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viliian/' ^^ blasphemer/' &c. And, as the usual refuge of 
shallow persons^ when they have little else to say^ to pre- 
possess their hearers with prejudice against the priaciples 
of such as oppose them^ he questioned much whether I 
was not some Jesuit ; not remembering^or at least unwil- 
ling to let the people know, that none have been, nor ane 
more instant in the vindication of that doctrine heand 
his brother did assert, to wit, God subsisting in threjS 
distinct pers9ns, than the Jesuits. So that if I should 
not as well reflect a scandal upon their learning by a. 
comparison, as he did upon my principle, I could more 
truly invert "Jesuitism" upon himself. In short, they 
neither would keep to scripture terms themselves, nor 
suffer it in others. But looking upon George Whithead's 
explanation of their terms, and reduction of their- mat- 
ter, (if possible), to a scripture sense, thereby fitting it 
to the auditors' apprehension, to be an indirect way of 
answer] og*^ (as that which nakedly exposed their tra- 
ditional folly to the vulgar), Thomas Vincent, in an 
abrupt manner, fell to his prayer, in which he falsely, 
and with many strangely affected whines, accused us 
for blasphemers unto God. And that he might pre- 
vent the clearing of ourselves, he desired the people, 
when he had finished, to be gone, giving them an ex- 
ample by his and three brethren's retreat*. But we be- 
ing desirous further to inform the people of our inno- 
cency, they did not only (as before) endeavor to pull 
us down, but put the candles out, though several per- 
sons, of good esteem, continued whilst we spoke in 
vindication of ourselves, from the invectives of our ad* 
versaries. . 

The people still remaining undispersed, Thomas 
yincent came yery palely down the stairs^ haying a 
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candle in bis hand^ requiring their dismission^ at which 
'time he promised us, at our request, another meeting. 
But as one that knew not well what he said, or never 
purposed to perform what he promised, he has given 
us since to understand, he cannot in conscience spare 
us so much time ; yet to satisfy George Whitehead 
and myself, in private, he could agree ; which surely 
cannot be termed another meeting, since then it must 
relate to the preceding one. But how n^ar the rela- 
tion is betwixt an accusation before hundreds^ and a 
satisfaction before none, must needs be obvious to ev- 
ery unbiassed person^ — Our right should have been al- 
together as public as our wrong.— For which cause we 
ivere necessitated to visit his meeting, where, on a lec- 
ture day, after a continued silence during all his wor- 
ship, we modpstly intreated.we might be cleared from ^ 
those unjust reflections before his congregation, leav- 
ing a disputation, if lie could not. iben^aMaod i^ to 
jsome more seasonable opportunity. But as one, who 
resolved injustice to men's reputation, as well as cow- 
ardice, in baulking a defence of his own principles, he 
slunk most shamefully away ; nor would any there, 
though urged to it, assume his place to vindicate his 
practice towards us, or his doctriaes then delivered. 

Reader, what is thy opinion of this savage entertain- 
ment? Would Socrates, Cato or Seneca, whom they 
call heathens^^ have treated us with such unseemly car- 
riage? I suppose not. And well is it for the truly so- 
ber atid conscientious, they are not liable to those se- 
vere lashes,*and that peevish usage, which are the in- 
Separable appendix tp a Scotch directory, i^^hose cold 
and cutting gales ever have designed to nip and blast 
the fairest blossoms of greater reformation. So much 
for history^ 
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What remains, is to inform the reader, that with 
great brevity 1 have discussed, and endeavored a total 
enervation 6f those cardinal points, and chief doctrines 
so firmly believed, and continually imposed for arti- 
cles of christian faith : 1. The trinity of seperate per- 
sons, in the unity of essence. 2. God's incapacity to 
forgivef without the fullest satisfaction paid him by an- 
other. 3. A justification of impure persons, from an 
imputative .righteousness. Which principles let me 
tell thee, reader, are not more repugnant to scripture, 
reason, and souls-security, than most destructive to 
God's honor, in^is unity, mercy, and purity. 

Therefore T beseech thee to exterminate passion from 
her predominancy, in the perusal of this abridged dis- 
course, since it wa* written in love to thee; that whilst 
it is thy desire to know, love, and fear God Almighty 
above men's precepts, thoa. mayest not miss so good 
^^r^ end, by the blind embraces of tradition for truth. 
But in the nobility of a true Berean, search and in- 
quire ; letting the good old verity, not a pretended an- 
tiquity, (whilst a mere novelty), and solid reasoo) not 
an overfond credulity, sway the balance of thy judg- 
ment, that both stability and certainty may accompa- 
ny thy determinations* Farewell* 



^1 short Confutation by way of Becapitulationj of 

what was objected against us at Thomas Vincenfs 

meeting, 

Tf disputations prove at any time ineffectual, it is 
either to be imputed to the ignorance and ambiguity. 
of the disputants, or to the rudeness and prejudice of 
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the auditory* All which may be. truly affirmed of 
Thomas Vincent with his three brethren, and congre- 
gation. 

The accusation being general, viz. "That the Qua- 
kers held damnable doctrines :" George Whitehead on 
their behalf stood up, and as it was his place, willing- 
ly would have given the people an information of our 
principles, which if objected against, he was as ready 
to defend them by the authority of scripture and rea- 
son. But instead of this better method, Thomas Vin- 
cent, as one that is often employed in catechislical lec- 
tures, falls to interrogatories, begging that himself, he 
in his slander had taken for granted, to wit, the knowl- 
'edge of our principles. 

The question was this : "Whether we owned one 
God-head, subbisting in three distinct and separate poi- 
sons," as the result of various revises and amendments. 
Which being denied by us, as a doctrine no where 
scriptural, Thomas Vincent frames this 9i44t>gism from 
the beloved desciple's words. 

" There are three that bear record in heaven, the 
Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost ; and these 
•Ihree are one." — 1 John v.-7. 

« These are either three manifestations, three opera- 
tions, three substances, or three sometliingselse beside 
subsistences. "" 

" But they are not three minifestations, tj^ree opera- 
tions, three substances, nor thi*ee somethings else be* 
wle subsistences : 

JSrgOf Three subsistences." 

George Whitehead utterly rejected his terms, as not 
to be found in scripture, nor dednciole from the place 
he instanced. Wherefore he desires their explanation 
of their terms, inasmuch as God did not use to wrap 
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his truths up in heathen! h metaphysics, but is plain 
language* Notwithstanding we could not obtain a bet- 
ter explication than persouj nor of person, than the 
mode of substance. To all which George Whitehead 
and myself urged several scriptures, proving God's 
complete unity. And when we queried how God was 
to be understood^ if in an abstractive sense* from his 
substance; they concluded it a point more fit for ad- 
miration than disputation. But a little to review his 
syllogism. The manner of it shews him as little a 
scholar, as its matter does a diristian* But I shall 
over-look the first, and so much of the second, as might 
deserve my objection to his major, and give in short 
my reason, why I flatly deny his minor proposition. 
No one substance can have three distinct subsistences, 
and preserve its own unity. For granting them the 
most favorable definition^ ^VQry subsistence will have 
its own substance ; so ihsit three distinct subsistences^ 
or manners of being, will require three distinct sub- 
stances or beings ; consequently three Gods. For if the 
infinite God-head subsists in three separate manners, 
or forms, then is not any one of them a perfect and 
complete subsistence without the other two; so parts, 
and something finite is in God. Orif infinite, then three 
distinct infinite subsistences; and what is this but to 
assert three Gods, since none is infinite but God ? And 
on the contrary, there being an inseparability betwixt 
the substance and its subsistence, the unity of substance 
will not admit a trinity of incommunicable or distinct 
subsistences. 

Thomas Dansoh being asked "Of whom was Christ 
the express image ?" from his alleging that scripturs 
ia the Hebrews; answered: "Of God's subsistence^ 
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or manner of being." Prom whence two things in 
short follow as my reply : It makes God a Father on- 
iy by subsistence, and Christ a Son without a sub- 
stance. Besides it is falsely rendered in the Hebrews, 
since the Greek does not say Kabakterproosfou, but 
Earaktertes ufostaseos, the character of substance. 

And if he will persue a farther discovery of his er- 
ror, and explanation of the matter, let him read Col. 
i. 15* "Who is the image of the invisible God." 
Heb. 1. 3. 

And because George Whitehead, willing to bring 
this strange doctrine to the capacity of the people, com- 
pared their three persons to three apostles, saying, he 
did not understand how Paul, Peter, and John could 
be three persons, and one apostle, (a most apt compar- 
ison to detect their doctrine), one Maddocks> 

whose zeal out-stript his knowledge, bustling hard, as 
one that had some necessary matter Xar the-^eteetmn of 
our controversy, instead thereof, (perhaps to save his 
brethren, or show himself), silences our farther contro- 
verting of the principle, by a sollogistical, but imper« 
tinent reflection upon George Whitehead's person. It 
runs thus : " He that scornfully and reproachfully com- 
pares our doctrine of the blessed trinity of Father, 
Son, and Spirit, one in essence, but three in persons, 
to three finite men, as Paul, Peter,- and John, is a blas- 
phemer. But you George Whitehead have so done. 
JErgoJ' 

A strange way of argumentation, to beg what cannot 
be granted him, and take for granted what still re- 
mains a question, viz. "That there arc three distinct 
and separate persons in one essence.*' Let them first 
prove their trinity, and then charge their blasphemy. 
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But I must not forget this person *s self-confutation, 
who to be plainer, called them three " fieV," and if 
he can find an He without a substance, or prove that 
2 subsistence is any other than the form of an He, he 
would do well to justify himself from the imputation 
ef ignprance* 

And till their hypothesis be of better authority, 
George Whitehead neitheir did, nor does by that com« 
parison design men's invention sp much honoN 

For k is to be remarked, that George Whitehead is 
no otherwise a blasphemer, than by drawing direct 
consequences from their own principles, and recharge 
ing them upon themselves. So that he did not speak 
his own apprehensions by his eomparison, but the 
sense of their assertion ; therefore blasphemer and 
blasphemy are their own* 



The triiiity of distinct and separate persons^ in the 
unity of essence, refuted from scripture. 

'^ And he said Lord God, there is no God like unto 
thee." Kings viii. 23. — ^'* To whom then will ye liken 
me, or shall I be equal ? saith the Holy One." Isa» xl. 
25. — " I am the Lord, and there is none else, there is 
no God besides me." ch. xlv. 5. " Thus saith the 
Lord, thy Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel." ch. 
xlviii. 17. — " I will also praise thee, my God ; unto 
thee will I sing, O Holy One of Israel." PsaK Ixxi. 
22, — " Jehovah shall be One, and his name One." Zee. 
xiv. 9. — Which with a cloud of other testimonies that 
might be urged, evidently demonstrate) that in the 

3 



/ 



'i Bigitized by Google 



14 

4ay« of the first covenant, and praphets, but One was 
the Holy God, and God but that Holy One. — Again: 
** And Jesus said unto him,Why callest thou me good ? 
There is none good but One, and that is God*" Mat, 
six. 17. — " And this is life eternal, thai they might know 
thee (Father) the only true God." John xvii* 3* — ^^'See- 
ing it is One God that shall justify*" Rom. ' iii. 30. — 
*^ There be gods many — but unto us there is but One 
Cod, the Father, of whom are all things." 1 Cor* viii. 
^. — (c One God and Father who is above all things." 
Eph* iv. 6.— "For there is One God." 1 Tim* ii, 5. 
** To the only wise God be glory now and ever." Jude 
ver* 25.— From all which I shall lay down this one 
assertion, that the testimonies of scripture, both under 
the law, and since the gospel dispensation, declare One 
to be God, and God to be One, on which I shall raise 
this argument: 

If God, as the script lires testify^ hath never been ^le- 
clared or believed, but as the Holy One, then will it 
follow, that God is not an Holy Three, nor doth sub- 
sist in three distinct and separate Holy Ones* But the 
before-cited scriptures undeniably prove that One is 
God, and God only4.is that Holy One. Therefore he 
cannot be divided into, or subsist in an Holy Three, 
or riiree distinct and separate Holy Ones. Neitlier can 
this receive the least prejudice from that frequent but 
impertinent distinction, that he is one in substance, but 
three in persons or subsistences: since God was not 
declared or believed incompletely, or withoat his sub- 
sistence. Nor did he require homage from his' crea- 
tures, as an incomplete or abstract being, but as God 
.*he Holy One: for so he should be manifested and 
WDrsbipped without that which was absolutely neces- 
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sary to Himself. — So that either the testimonies of the 
aforementioned scriptures are to be believed concern* 
ing God, that he is entirely and completely, not ab- 
stractly and distinctly, the Holy One, or else their au* 
thority to be denied by these trinitarians* And on the 
contrary, if they pretend to credit those holy testimo- 
nies, they must necessarily Conclude their kind of trin- 
ity a fiction*^ 

Btftxtedfrom rigAi reason* 

1 . If there be three distinct and separate persons, then 
three distinct and separate substances, because every 
person is^ inseparable from its own substance ; and as 
there is no person that is not a substance in commou 
acceptation among men, so do the scriptures plentifully 
agree herein; and since the father is God^ the son is» 
God, and tlie spirit is God (which their opinion neces- 
sitates them to confess) then unl^s the fkther, son and 
spirit, are three distinctjiothings, they must be three 
distinct substances, and consequently three distinct 
Gods. 

2. It is farther proved, if it be considered, that eith- 
er the divine persons are i&nite or mfinite j if the first, 
then something finite is inseparable to the infinite sub- 
stance, whereby something fijiite is in God ; if the last, 
then three distinct infinites^ three omnipotents, three 
eternals, and so three Gods. 

3. If each person be God, and that God subsists in 
three persons, then in each person are three persons o^ 
Gods, and from three, they will increase to nine, and so 
ad injiniium. 

4. But if they shall deny the three persons, or sub- 
siauces to be infinite, (for so there wo^ild unavoidably 
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be three GikJs) it will follow that they must be finite, 
and ao the absurdity is not abated from what it was ; 
for that of one substance having three subsistences, is 
not greater^ than that an infinite being should have 
three finite modes of subsisting. But though that mode 
which is finite cannot answer to a substance that is infi* 
Bite ; yet to. try if we can make their principle to con- 
sist, let us eonceive that three persons, which may be 
finite separately, make up an infinite conjunctly ; how- 
ever this will follow, that they are no more incommu- 
nicable or separate, nor properly subsistences, but a sub- 
sistence; for the infinite substance cannot find a bot- 
tom or subsistence in any one or two, therefore jointly. 
And heve I am also willing to overlook finiteness in 
the fatherj son and spirit^ which this doctrine must sup- 
pose, ^ 

5. Again, if three distinct persons are one, with some 
one thing, as they ssy they ag» m th tfac CU/aHeaidynrTA^'u 
are not they incommunicable among themselves; but 
so much the contrary, as to be one in the place of ano- 
ther : for if that the only God is the father, and Christ 
be that only God, then is Christ the father. So if that 
one God be the son, and the spirit that one God, then is 
the spirit the son, and so round. Nor is it possible to 
stop, or that it should be otherwise,, since if the divine 
nature be inseparable from the three persons, or com- 
municated to each, and each person have the whole di- 
vine nature, then is the son the fattier, and the spirit in 
the son, unless that Uie Godhead be as incommunicable 
to the persons, as they are reported to be amongst them- 
selves; or that the three persons have distinctly allot- 
ted them such a proportion of the divine nature, as is 
not communicable to each other ; which is alike absurd. 
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i\f uch more mjght be said to manifest the gross eontraf 
diction of thistrinitariaadoctriQe^as vul^Iy received; 
but I must be bried 

Information and Caution. 

Before I shall conclude this head, it is requisite I 
should inform thee, reader, concerning its original ; thoiv 
mayest assure thyself, it is not from the scriptures, nor 
reason, since so expressly repugnant ; although all 
broachers of their own inventions strongly endeavor to 
reconcile them with that holy record. Know then, my 
friend, it was born above three hundred years after tho 
ancient gospel was declared ; and that through the nice 
i^ -stinctions, and too daring curiosity of the bishop of 
Alexandria, who being as hotly opposed by Arius, tbeif 
zeal so reciprocally blew the fire of contention, animos* 
:ly and persecution, till at last they sacriiiced each oth« 

Thus it was conceived inignora&ce,* brought forfli 
and maintained by cruelty; for though he that was 
strongest imposed his opinion, persecuting the contra- 
ry, yet the scale turning on the trinitarian side, it ha» 
there continued through all the Romish generations ; 
and not withstanding it has obtained the name of 
Athanasian from Athanasius, (a stiff man, witness his 
carriage towards Constantine the emperor) because sop* 
posed to have been most concered in the framing that 
creed in which this doctrine is asserted ; yet have \ 
never seen one copy void of a suspicion, rather to havo 
been the results of popish school mtn\ which I could 
render more perspicuous, did not " brevity necessitate 
me to an omission. 

Bo therefore cautioned, reader, not to embrace tbci 
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be three Gdcls) it will follow that they must be finite, 
and ao the absurdity is not abated from what it was ; 
for that of one substance having three subsistences, is 
not greater^ than that an infinite being should have 
three finite modes of subsisting. But though that mode 
which is finite cannot answer to a substance that is infi- 
mte ; yet to. try if we can make their principle to con- 
sist, let us conceive that three persons, which may be 
finite separately, make up an infinite conjunctly ; how- 
ever this will follow, that they are no more incommu- 
nicable or separate, nor properly subsistences, but a sub- 
sistence ^ for the infinite substance cannot find a bet* 
torn or subsistence in any one or two, therefore jointl}'-. 
And heve I am also willing to overlook finiteness in 
the father, son and spirit, which this doctrine must sup- 
pose. * 

5. Again, if three distinct persons are one, with some 
o ne thin g , ac ihtxy g^^r tkoti ftr^ imUim <L. f^r-nt iinni ■' -- 
^ : iigiii Wiucn eniigntnem every nian ; ttiat who^ 



(.lAs, VA uC 



soever followed him (the light) might be translaleJ 
from the dark notions, and vain conversations of men, 
to this holy light, in which only sound judgment and 
eternal life are obtainable ; who so many hundred years 
since, in person, testified the virtue of it, and has com- 
municated unto all such a proportion, as may enable 
them to follow his example. 



TAc vulgar doctrine of satisfaction^ being dependent 

on the second person of the trinity y refuted from 

scrwture. 

Doctrine. — ^* That man having transgressed the 
Irighteous law o£ God, and so exposed to the penali;/ 
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IVf uch more mjgUt bcsaid to manifest the gross contra»» 
diction of thistrinitarian doctriae^as vulgprly received; 
but I must be brief* 

Information and Caution* 

Before I shall conclude this head, it is requisite I 
should inform thee, reader, concerning its original ; thou 
mayest assure thyself, it is not from the scriptures, nor 
reason, since so expressly repugnant ; although mil 
broachers of their own inventions strongly endeavor to 
reconcile them with that holy record. Know then^ toj 
iVienJ, ii was born above three hundred years after tha 
ancient gospel was declared; and that through the nice 
rstinctions, and too daring curiosity of the bishop of 
Alexandria, who being as hotly opposed bv Arius^ tbeif 
zeal so reciprocally blew the fire of contention, aoi'nos^ 
\iy and persecution, till at last Ihey sacrificed \dAh oih^ 

i:i!tj!to3 rt^sowmyRiacious aunouita,.,^ 

ill; possible to pardon, and necessary toexact the p^. 
T.:z-:it of tlio utmost farthinw.J ^^ 

2. " For if ye turn ascainto ibe Lord, the Lord y^ 
•7ij.l is pracious and merciful, and wilj not turn aiv '** 
lis f,ire from you."— 2. Chron. xxx, 9. Where ho^"^ 
i;nUiral is it to observe that God's remission is jn'onn T 
ct! on their repentance; and not that it is inipossibj' 
hv God to pardon without plenaiy satisfaction, sine 
the possibility, nay, certainty of the contrary, viz his 

(t: ace and mercy, is the great motive, or reason, of that 
Ijving invitation to return. 

3. " The> hardened their necks, and hearkened not 
to ihy commandments; but thou art a God ready to 
rardon, gracious and merciful" ^^eh. ix. 15, 17 Can 
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^ - ^"^ C^ ^* 5^y«^iac5 of III: 

^ 7 ^^'' ^j"^" *-^^® past ^if. 

_ - --- ^ « - • i\r mird to H.t 

.. :. -c 'ii..--^ r«_^:r i^tii ca>t before I 
- i: : --^ ;::^ -_.:'i re>:;ve a certain 
I ^* * '• ^ ---^ -- i::^ ii Hie eternaJ, 
..-.. .. ■ TJ-j. I- r-ici eternal be 
-> ^r:iv':: f!:r;a his son, i« 



..^..t\viuiiu ««Hgntaeiiiev€ry man; ttiat .who. 

boever followed him (the light) might be translated 
from the dark notions, and vain conversations of men, 
to this holy light, in which only sound judgment and 
eternal life are obtainable ; who so many hundred years 
since, in person, testified the virtue of it, and has com- 
municated unto all such a proportion, as may enable 
ihem to follow his example. 



The vulgar doctrine of satisfactiony being dependent 

on the second person of the trinity^ refuted from 

scripture. 

Doctrine. — ^* That man having transgressed the 
1:ighteous law of God, and so exposed to the penalij- 
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tDf eternal wrath. It is altogether impossible for God to 
remit or forgive without a plenary satisfaction ; and that 
there was no other way by which God could obtain 
satisfaction, or save men, than by inflicting the penalty 
of infinite wrath and vengeance on Jesus Christ the 
second person of the trinity, who f6r sins past, present 
and to come, hath wholly borne and paid it [whether 
f( r all, or but some], to the offended infinite justice of 
his Father.'' 

Refutation. — 1. "And the Lord passed by before 
him [Moses], and proclaimed, the Lord, the Lord God, 
merciful and gracious, keeping mercy for thousands, 
fori::iving iniquity, transgression «nd sin." Exod. xxxir. 
0, 7. — From wiience I shall draw this position, that 
since God has proclaimed himself a gracious, merciful, 
a^fl forjijivino; God, it is not inconsistent with his nature 
to remit, without any other consideration than his own 
love : ollierwise he couU\ not justly comennder the im- 
put.>tlu:> 1 f so nfii.uy gracious aUributcs,with whom it is 
ip; possible to pardon, and necessary to exact the pay- 
r.C'iit of tho utmost farthing.] 

2. " For if ye turn aijnin to the Lord, the Lord your 
9i2(! is gracious and merciful, and will not turn away 
1 is fire from you." — 2, Chron, xxx, 9. Where how 
r.ntural is it to observe that God's remission is erround- 
Cil on their repentance ; and not that it is impossible 
for God to pardon without plenary satisfaction, since 
the possibility, nay, certainty of the contrary, viz. his 
^! ace and mercy, is the great motive, or reason, of that 
Ijv'ing invitation to return. 

3. " They hardened their necks, and hearkened not 
to ihy commandments; but lhou art a Go^l readv to 
pardon, g:'acious and merciful" ^eh. ix* 1% T 
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{he honest hearted reader conceive, that Cod should 
thus be mercifully qualified, whilst executing the rigor 
of the law transgressed, or not acquitting without the 
debt be paid him by another? I suppose not. 

4. " Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrigh- 
teous man his thoughts^ and let him return unto the 
Lord, and he will have mercy upon him, and to our 
God, for he will abundantly pardon/' Isaiah Iv. 7. — 
Come, let the unprejudiced judge, if this scripture doc- 
trine is not very remote from saying his nature cannot 
forgive sin, therefore let Christ pay him full satisfaction 
or he will certainly be avenged i which is the substance 
of that strange opinion. 

5. « Behold the days come, saith the Lord, that I will 
make a new covenant with the bouse of Israel ; I will 
put my law in their inward parts ; I will forgive their 
iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more.'' Jer. 
XxxL 31, 33, ^. — ^Here is4Sod's mere grace asseried, 
against the pretended necessity of a satisfaction to pro- 
cure his remission. And this Paul acknowledgeth to 
be the- dispensation of the gospel, in his eighth chapter 
to the Hebrews. So that this new doctrine, doth not 
only contradict the nature and design of the second ciSf 
enan , but seems, in short, to discharge God, both from 
his mercy and omnipotence. 

6. « Who is a God like unto thee, that pardoneth 
iniq aty, and passeth by the transgressions of the rem- 
nant of his heritage ? He retaineth not his anger for 
ever, because he delighteth in mercy." Micha vii. 18. 
•— Qan there be a more express passage to clear, not on- 
ly the possibility, but real inclination in God to par- 
don sin, and not retain his anger for ever; since the 
prophet seems to challenge all other gods, to try their 
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excelleiicy byhis God Herein describing the supre- 
macy of his power, and super-excellency of his nature, 
that ^he pardoneth iniquity, and retaineth not his an- 
ger for ever.^' So that if the satisfactionists should ask 
the question, wiio is a God like unto ours, that cannot 
pardon iniquity, nor pass by transgression, but retain- 
eth his anger until somebody make him satisfaction ? 
I answer, many amongst the harsh and severe ruters 
of the nation ; but as for my God, he is eiralted above 
them all, upon the throne of his mercy, ^' who pardon- 
eth iniquity, and retaineth not his anger for ever, but 
will have compassion upon us." 

7. " And forgive us our debts, as we &i^ive our 
debtors*'* Mat. vi»-li^. — Where nothing can be mora 
obvious, than that that which is fbrgiven, is not paid< 
And if it is our duty to forgive our debtors, witheut a 
satisfaction received, and that God is to forgive us, as 
we forgive them, then m adatisiftciian totally excluded. 
Christ farther paraphrases upon that part of liis prayer, 
V. 14. "For if ye forgive their trespasses, your Heav« 
enly Father will also forgive you.-*' Where he as well 
argues the equity of God's forgiving- them, fropi their 
forgiving others, as he encourages them to forgive oth« 
crs, from the example of God's mercy, in forgiving 
them. Which is more amply expressed, ch. xviii* 
where the kingdom of heaven (that consists in righte^ 
ousness), is represented by a kjng, ^*who, upon his 
debtors petition, had compassion, and forgave him ; but 
the same treating his fellow-servant without the least 
^rbearance, the king condemned his unrighteo^pfi^,'^ 
md delivered him over to the tormentors.^' 'Jffmt how 
bad this been a fault ift the servant, if his king's mer« 
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cy had not been proposed for his example ? How most 
uaworthy therefore is it of God, and blasphemousi 
may I justly term it^ for any to dare to assert that for- 
^ giveness is impossible to God, wh^ch is not only pos- 
sible, but enjoined to men. 

8. "For God so loved the world, that he gave hi; 
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him 
should not perish, but have everlasting life.'^ John ill. 
16. — By which it appears, that God*s love is not the 
effect of Christ's satifaction, but Christ is the proper 
gift and effect of God's love. 

9. '*To him give all the prophets witness, that 
through his name, whosoever believeth in him, shall 
receive remission of sins." Acts x. 43. — Sn that re- 
mission came by believing his testimony, and obey- 
ing his precepts, and not by a strict satisfaction. 

10. ^ If God be for us, who can be against us ? He 
tiiat spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for 
us all." Rom. viii. 31, 32. — Which evidently dectares 
it to be God's act of love, otherwise, if he must be paid, 
he should be at the charge of his own satisfaction, for 
he delivered, up the Son. - 

11. " And all things are of God, who hath reconci- 
led us to himself by Jesus Christ, and hath given-to us 
the ministry of reconciliation, to wit, that God was in 
Christ, reconciling the world to himself, not imputing 
their trespasses unto them." 2. Cor. v. 18, 19. — How 
undeniably apparent ii^it, that God is so far from stand- 
ing off in high displeasure, and upon his own terms, 

/%^ j»te^ting with his Son for a satisfaction, as being 
oMHvse incapable to be reconciled, that he became 
himself fte reconciler by Chriat, and afterwards by the 
apostles^ his ambassadors, to whom was committed the 
ministrf of reconciliatioa« 
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12. ^^In whom we have redemption throogh hit 
blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the richea 
of his grace." Eph. u 7. — Now what relation, satisfac«* 
tion has to forgiveness of sins^or how any can construe 
grace to be strict justice, the meanest understanding 
may determine.* 

13. <^But the God of all gracot who hath called us 
unto his eternal glory, by Christ Jesus.'* 1 Pet v. 10, 
-i-He does not say that God's justice, in consideration 
of Christ's satisfaction, acquitted us from sins past^ 
present, and to come, and therefore hath called us to 
his eternal glory; but from his grace. 

14. /^ In this was manifest the love of God towards 
us, because that God sent his only begotten Son into 
the world, that we might live through him.'* 1 John*, 
i V. 9. — ^Whieh plainly attributes Christ in his doctrine^ 
life, miracles, death, and sufferings, to God, as the giflt 
and expression of his eternal love, for the salvation of 
men. 

1. In abolishing that other covenant, which consist-* 
ed in the external and shadowy ordinances, and that 
made none clean as concerning the conscience. 

2. In promulgating his message, of a most free and 
univ^^al tender of life and salvation, to all .that believ-* 
ed and followed him, (the Light), in all his righteouS'^ 
ness; the very end of hts appearance being to destroy 
the works of the devil, and which every man only 
comes to experience, as he walks in an holy subjection 
to that measure of light and grace, wherewith the fuU 
ne^ hath enlightened him. 

3. In seconding his doctrines wiik. s»gns,^ miracle^/ 
and a most innocent self-denying life. 

4. In ratifying and confirming all; (with great lov^ 



r- 
#^«. 



y Google 



24 

and holy rcswgnalion), by the offeringup of his body, to 
be crucified by wicked hands: who is now ascended 
far above all heavens, and is thereby become a most 
complete captain, and perfect example. 

So that I can by no means conclude, but openly de- 
clare, that the scriptures of truth, are not only silent in 
reference to this doctrine of rigid satisfaction, but that 
it is altogether inconsistent with the dignity of God, 
and very repugnant to the conditions, nature, and ten- 
dency of that second covenant^concerning which their 
testimony is so clear. 



The aisurdiiie^y that unavoidably follow the com- 
parison of this doctrine f tmth the sense of scripture. 

1. That God is gracious to forgive, and yet it is im- 
possible for him, unless the debt be fully saiisiied. 

2. That the fiaite and impotent creature, is more ca- 
pable of extending mercy and forgiveness, than the in- 
finite and omnipotent Creator. 

3. That God so loved the world, he gave hisonly be- 
, gotten Son to save it ; and yet that God stood off in 

high displeasure, and- Christ gave himself to God as a 
complete satisfaction to his offended justice. WUh 
many more such like gross consequences that- might 
(^ drawn* 

Refuted from right reason^ ^ 

But if we should grant a scripture silence, as to the 
tieeassityof Christ's so satisfying his Father's justice ; 
'j'ctdo manifest would be the contradictions; and feul 
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the repugnanciesHo right reason, that he who bad not 
veiled his u^iderslandiDg with the dark suggestions of 
unwarrantable tradition, or contracted his judgment to 
the implicit apprehensions of some over-valued ac* 
quaintance, might with great facility discriminate to a 
full resolution in this point. For admitting God to 
be a creditor, or he to whom the debt should be paid, 
and Christ he that satisfies or pays it on the behalf of 
man, the debtor, this question will arise, whether he 
paid that debt, as God,*or man, or both ? (to use their 
own terms.) 

Koi as Cfod. 

1. In that it divides the unity of the God-head, by 
two distinct acts, of being offended, and not offended | 
of condemning justice and redeeming mercy; of requir- 
ing a satisfaction, and th^n making it. 

2. Because if Christ pays the debt as God, then the 
Fath^ and the Spirit beiag God, they also pay the 
debt. 

3. Since God is to be satisfied^ and that Christ is 
God, he consequently is to be satisfied ; and Who shall 
satisfy his infinite justice? 

4. But if Christ has satisfied God the Father, Christ 
being also God, it will follow then that he has satisfi^ 
ed himself, which cannot be. 

5. But since God the Father was once to be satisfi- 
ed, and that it is impossible he should do it himself, 
nor yet the Son or Spirit, becaube the same God ; it 
naturally follows, that the debt remains unpaid, and 
these satisfactionists thus far are still at a loss. 
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* / 6* The justice oflfended being infinite, his satisfac- 
tion ought to bear a proportion therewith, which Jesus 
Christ, as man, could never pay, he being finite, and 
from a finite cause, could not proceed an infinite effect; 
for so man may be said to bring forth God, since 
nothing below the divinity itself, can rightly be styled 
infinite. 

Not as Ood and man. 

7. For where two ihediumg, or middle propositions, 
are singly inconsistent with the nature of the end for 
which they were at first propounded, their conjunction 
does rather augment than lessen the difficulty of its ac- 
eomplishment» And this, I am persuaded, must be 
obvious to every unbiassed understanding. 

But admitting one of these three mediuiiis possible 
for the payment of an infinite debt 5 yet, pray otiserve 
the most unworthy and ridiculous consequences, that 
unavoidably will attend the impossibility of God's 
pardoning sinners without a satisfaction. 

Consequences irreligious and irrationaL 

1. That it is unlawful 9^ impossible for GfSKI^ Al- 
mighty to be gracious and. Biierciful, or to pardon trans- 
gressors ; than which, what is more unworthy of God. 

2. That God was inevitably compelled to this way 
of saving men ; — the highest affront to his incontrola- 
ble nature. 

3. That it was unworthy of God to pardon, but not 
to inflict punishment on the innocent, or require a sat* 
isfaction where there was nothing 'due. 
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4. It doth not only disacknowledge the true virtue 
and real intent of Christ*s life and death, but entirely 
deprives God of that praise which is owing to his greats 
est love and goodness. 

5. It represents the Son more kind and compassion- 
ate than the Father. Whereas, if both be the same 
God, then either the Father is as loving as the Son, or 
the Son as angry as the Father. 

6. It robs God of the gift of his Son for our redemp- 
tion, (which the scriptures attribute to the unmerited 
love he had for the world), in affirming the Son pur* 
chased that redemption from the Father, by the gift of 
himself to God, as our complete satisfaction. 

7. Since Christ could not pay wh«t was not bis own^ 
it follows that in the payment of his own, the case still 
remains equally greviouf ; since. the debt is not here*' 
by absolved or forgiven, but transferred only ; and by 
eonso q uenoe w^ are no better provided £»r salvation 
than before, owing that now to the Son which was 
once owing to the Father. 

8. It no way renders man beholding, or in the least 
obliged to God, since by their doctrine he would not 
have abated us, nor did he Christ, the last farthing, so 
that the acknowledgments are peculiarly the Soa's ; 
which destroys the whole current of scripture testimo- 
ny, for his good will towards men, — Oh I the infa- 
mous portraiture this doctrine draws of the Infinite 
Goodness ! Is this your retribution, injurio«s satis- 
factionists ? 

9. That God's justice i^ satisfied for sins past, pres^ 
ent, and to come ; whereby God and Christ have lost 
both their power of enjoying godliness, and preroga« 
t Lve of punishing disobedience. For what is once pald« 
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IB not revokabk ; and if punishment should avrest any for 
their debts, it either argues a breach on God's, or Christ's 
part, or else that it has not been sufficiently solved, and 
the penalty completely sustained by another : forget- 
ting, " that every one must appear before the judg- 
ment seat of Christ,, to receive according to the things 
done in the body," 2 Cor. v. 10.— Yea, « every one 
must give an account of himself to God.'' Rom. xiv. 
12, — ^But many more are the gross absurdities and 
blasphemies itbat are the genuine fruits of this so 
confidently believed doctrine of satisfaction* 

' A CAUTIOK 

Let me advise, nay, warn thee, reader, by no means 
to admit an entertainment of this principle, by whom- 
soever recommended ; since it does not only divest 
the glorious God of his sovereign power, both to par- 
don and ptmish, but as cevtaiitly insi i Hiat e s a Ikentious- 
ness, at least a liberty that unbecomes the nature of 
that ancient gospel onee preached among the primi- 
tive saints, attd Uiat from an apprehension of a satisfac- 
tion once paid for air. Whereas, I must tell thee, that 
unless thou seriously repent, and no more grieve God's 
holy spirft placed in thy inmost parts, but art thereby 
taught to deny all ungodliness, and led into all right- 
eousnes»; at the tribunal of the Great Judge thy pie a 
ahall prove invalid, and thou receieve thy reward 
without respect to any other thing than the deeds done 
in the body. <^Be not deceived, God will not be 
mocked ; such as thou sowest, such shalt thou reap." 
Gal. vi. 7.; which leads me to the consideration of my 
third head^ yiz. justificatioa by an imputative right- 
eousness# 
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Justification of impure persons^ hy an imputative 
righteousness, refuted from scripture. 

Doctrine. " That there is no other way for sinners 
to be justified in the sight of God, than by the imputa- 
tion of that righteousnebs of Christ, long since per* 
formed personally; and that sanctification is conse^ 
quential, not antecedent.** 

Refutation. 1* "Keep thee far from a false mat- 
ter ; and the innocent and righteous slay thou not ; 
for I will not justify the wicked.*' Ex. xxiii. 7. Where- 
on I ground this argument, that since God has prescribe 
ed an inoffensive life, as that which can only give 
acceptance with him, and on the contrary hath deter- 
mined never to justify the wicked, then will it neces- 
sarily follovir, that unless this so muih believed impU"> 
tative righteousness, had that effectual influence, as ta 
regenerate and redeem the «oul from sin, on which! 
the ntaledictioii lies, he is as far to seek for justifica-* 
lion as before. For whilst a person is really guilty of 
a false matter, I positively assert from the authority 
and force of this scripture, he cannot be. in a state of 
justification. And as God will not justify the wicked^ 
so by the acknowledged reason of contraries, the ju^ 
he will never condemn, but they, and they only, ar^ 
the j)j stified of God. 

2i << ^e that justifieth the wicked, and he that con- 
demneth the just, even they both are an abominatioti 
to the Lord." Prov. xvii. 15. It would very oppor- 
tunely be observed, that if it is so great an abdmination 
in men to justify the wicked, and condemn the just, 
how much greater would it be in God, which this doc? 
trine of imputative righteousness necessarily does im- 
ply, that so far disengages God from the person j\x9^ 
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£ed| as that his guilt shall not condema faim^ nor his 
innocency justify him ? But will not the abomination 
appear greatest of all, when God shall be found con- 
demning of the just, on purpose to justify *the wicked, 
and that he is thereto compelled, or else no salvation ; 
which is the tendency of their doctrine, who imagine 
the righteous and merciful God, to condemn and pun- 
ish his innocent Son, that he having satisfied for our 
sins, we might be justified (whilst unsanctified) by the 
imputation of his perfect righteousness. Oh ! Why 
should 4his horrible thing be contended for by ehris- 
tains i 

3. " The son shall not bear the iniquity of his father ; 
the righteousness of the righteous shall be upon him, 
and the wickedness of the wicked shall be upon him. 
When a righteous man turneth away from his right* 
^ousness, for his iniquity that he hath done shall he die.'' 
Again : " When the wicked man tmrnje^h^way^fronfi 
his wickedne^s, and doeth that which is lawful and 
right, he shall save* his soul alive ; yet saith the house 
of Israel, the ways of the Lord are not equal: are not 
my ways equal !" Ezek. xviii. 20, 26, 27, 29. If this 
was once equal, it is so still, for God is unchangeable : 
and therefore I shall draw this argument, that the con- 
demnation or justification of persons, is not from the 
imputation of another's righteousness, but the actnal 
performance and keeping of God's righteous statutes 
or commandments ; otherwise God should forget to be 
equal. Therefore how wickedly unequal are those, 
who not from scripture evidences^ but their own 
dark conjectures and interpretations o/ obscure pas- 
sageSf would frame a doctrine so manifestly inconsis- 
tent with God's most pure and equal nature y making 
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lim to eondemti the righteous to death, and justify 
he wicked to life, from the imputation of another's 
ighteousness : a most unequal way indeed. 

4. "Not every one that saith unto me Lord, Lord, 
shall enter into the kingdom of heaven, but he that do* 
!th the will of my Father." ^^ Whosoever heareth these 
ayings of miAe, end doeth them, I will liken him unto 
I wise man which built his house upon a rock," &c. 
^lat. vii.21, 24, 25. How very fruitful are the scrip- 
u res of truth, in testimonies against this absurd and 
dangerous doctrine. These words seem to import a 
iwofold righteousness, the first consists in sacrifice, the 
3st in obedience. The one makes a talking^ the other 
\ doing christian. I in short argue thus: If none caa 
Dnter into the kingdom of heaven, but they that do the 
father's will, then none are justified, but they who do 
he Father's will, because none can enter into the king- 
lom,bttt such as are justified. Since, therefore, there can 
}e no admittance had, without performing that righte* 
)us will, and doing those holy and perfect sayings; 
i las ! to what value will an imputative righteousness 
amount, whea a poor soul shall awake polluted in its 
$in, by the hasty calls of death, to make its appearance 
before the judgment seat, where it is impossible to jus* 
iify the wicked, or that any should escape uncondemn- 
ed^ but such as do the will of God. 

5. "If ye keep my commandments, ye shall abide 
in my love, even as I have kept my Father's command- 
ments, and abide in his love." John. xv. 10. From 
whence this argument doth naturally arise. If none are 
truly justified that abide not in Christ's love, and that 
Qone abide in his love, who keep not his command? 
tnents, then consequently none are justified but such as 
keep his commandments. Besides, hers is the most pal* 
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pable oppositfoa to ati imputative rightcDusiiess that 
may be. For Christ is so far from telling them of such 
a way of being justified, that he informs them the reason 
why he abode in his Father's love, was his obedience; 
and insofar from telling 4hem of their being justified, 
whilst not abiding in his love, by virtue of his obedience 
imputed to them, that unless they keep his commands, 
and obey for themselves they shall be so remote from 
an acceptance, as wholly to be tast out : — in all which 
Christ is our example. 

6. " Ye are my friends, if ye do whatsoever I com- 
nland you/' John xv. 14. We have almost here the 
very words, but altogether the same niatter, which af- 
fords usthus much, without being Christ's friends there 
is no being justified. But unless we keep his command- 
ments, it is itnpossible we should be his friends ; it 
therefore necessarily follows, that except we keep his 
commandments, tiiere 49 Ho being justified. Or, in 
short thus : If the way to be a friend, is to keep the 
commandments, then the way to be justified isto keep 
the commandments, because none can obtain the quali- 
ty of a friend, and remain unjustified, or be truly justi- 
fied, whilst an enemy, which he certainly is, that keeps 
not the commandments. 

7. " For not the bearers of the law are just before 
God, but the doers of the law shall be justified." Rom. 
ii. 13. From whence how unanswerably may 1 observe 
unless we become doers of that law, which Christ came 
not to destroy, but, as our example, to fulfil, we can 
never be justified before God. Wherefore obedience 
is so absolutely necessary, that short of it there can be 
no acceptance. Nor let any fancy thai Christ hath so 
fulfilled it for them, as to exclude their obedience frxm 
being requisite to their acceptance; but as their pattern; 
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<for unfess ye follow me/ saith Christ, * ye eannot be 
my disciples.' And it is not only repugnant to reason, 
but in this place particularly reftited ; for if Christ had 
fulfilled it on our behalf, and we not enabled to follow 
his example, there woald not be doers, but one doer 
only of the law justified before God. In short, if with- 
eut obedience to therighteous law none ean be justified^ 
then all our hearing of the law, with but the mere im- 
putation of another's righteonsness, whilst we are actu- 
ally breakers of it, is excluded, as not justifying before 
God. < If you fulfil the royal law, ye do well ; so speak 
ye, and so do ye, as they that shall be jlidged' thereby. 

8. '^ If ye Il^e after the ffesh, ye shall die ; but if ye 
throu^ the spirit, da mortify the deeds of the body, 
ye shall live«" Rom. viii. 13# No man <5an be dead^ 
and justified before God, for so he may be justified that 
lives after the flesh ; therefore they only can be justifi- 
ed that are aliver From whenee this follows, if the 
living are justified and not the dead,, and that none can 
live to God, but such as have mortified the deeds of 
the body through the spirit, then none ean be justified 
but they who have mortified the deeds of the body 
through the spirit. So that justification does not go be- 
fore, but is subsequential to the mortification of lusts, 
and sanctification of the soul,, through the spirit's ope- 
ration. 

9. " For as many as- are led by the spirit of God, are 
the sons of God." Rom. viii. 14.— How clearly will il 
appear to any but a cavilling and tenacious spirit, that 
man can be no farther justified^ than as he becomes obe- 
dient to the spirit's leadings. For if none can be a son 
of Grod, but he that is led by the spirit of God, then 
none c«> be justified without being led by the spirit of 

ft 
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God, because none can be justified but he that is a son 
of God. So that the way to justification and son-ship, is 
through obedience to the spirit's leadings, that is, man- 
ifesting the holy fruits thereof by an innocent life and 
conversation. 

10. *^ But let every man prove his own work, and 
then shall he have rejoicing in himself alone, and not 
in another." *^ Be not deceived, for whatsoever a man 
sowetb^that shall he reap." GaL vi. 4, 7. — If rejoicing 
and acceptance with God, or the contrary, are to be 
reaped from the work that a man sowetb, either to the 
flesh or to the spirit, then is the doctrine of acceptance 
and ground of rejoicing, from the works of another, ut- 
terly excluded, every man reaping according to what 
be hath sown, and bearing his own burden. 

1 1 . <' Was not Abraham our father justified by works, 
when he had offered Isaac his son upon the altar ? Ye 
see then how that by works a- man is justified, and net 
by faith only." Jam. ii. 21, 24.-^He that will seriously 
peruse this chapter, shall doubtless find some,, to whom 
this epistle was wrote, of the same spirit with the sat- 
isfactionists and imputarians of our time, they fain would 
have found out a justification from faith in the imputa- 
tion of another's righteousness* But James, an apostia 
of the Most High God, who experimentally knew what 
irue faitn and justification meant, gave them to under- 
stand from Abraham's self^ienying example,, that un- 
less their faith, in the purity and power of God's grace, 
had that efiectual operation to subdue every beloved 
lust, wean from every Delilah, and entirely to resign 
and sacrifice Isaac himself, their faith was a fable, or as 
a body without a spirit. And as righteousness, there- 
fore, in one person cannot justify another from unrigh- 



y Google 



teoasuessy so whoever now pretend to be juslfSed 6y 
faith, whilst not led and guided by the spirit into M 
the ways of truth, and works of righteousness^ their 
faith they will find at last a fiction. 

12. << Little children, let no man decefve yon, he 
that doeth righteousness, is righteous, as God is righ*- 
teous, (but) he that committeth »in is of the devil.'' I 
John iri, 7, 8«— J'rom whence it nray be very clearly 
argued, that none can be in a state of justification, from 
I the righteousness performed by another imputed tt 
I them, but as they are actually redeemed from the con^- 
I mission of sin. For, if, ^ he that committeth sin is of 
I the devil,' then cannot any be justified conopletely be* 
fore God, who is so incompletely redeemed, ae yet to 
be under the captivity of lust, since then the devil's 
seed, or ofispring may be justified ; but that isimpos* 
sible* It therefore follows, that as he who doeth righ* 
teousness, is righteous, as God is righteous ; so no far^ 
ther is he like God, or justifiable. For in wha4soev» 
he derogates from the works ofthat faith, which is held 
in a pure conscienee, he is no longer righteous or justi« 
fied, but under condemnation as a transgressor, or dis* 
obedient person to the righteous commandment. And 
if any would obtain the true state of justification, let 
them circumspectly observe the holy guidings and ini- 
structions of that unction^ to which the apostle recom- 
mended the ancient churches,, that thereby they may 
be led out of all ungodliness, into truth and holiness j 
so shall they find acceptance with the Lord,, who ha$ 
determined;. <^ never to justify the wicked*" 
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SefuUdfrom right reason, 

1. Because it is impossible for God to justify that 
which is both opposite and destructive to the purity of 
his own nature^ as this doctrine necessarily obliges 
bim to do, in accepting the wicked, as not such| from 
tlie imputation of another's righteousness. 

2. Since man was justified before God, whilst in his 
native ipnocency^and never condemned till he had er- 
red from that pure state ; he never can be justified, 
whilst in the frequent commission of that for which 
the condemnation eame. Therefore to be justified, his 
redemption must be as entire as his falL 

3. Because sin eame not by imputation, but actual 
transgression ; for God did not condemn his creature 
lor what he did not, but what he did ; therefore must 
the righteousness be as personal for acceptance, other- 
wise these two things will necessarily foHow : First, 
That he may be actually a sinner, and yet not under 
the curse. Secondly, That the power of the first Ad- 
am to death, was more prevalent than the power of 
the second Adam to Ufe# 

4. It is therefore contrary to sound reason, that if 
actual sinning brought death and condemnation, any 
thing besides actual obedience unto righteousness, 
should bring life af>d justification. For death and life, 
eondemnation and jastification, being vastly opposite, 
no man can be actually dead and imputatively alive. 
Therefore this doctrine, so much contended for, car- 
ries thiij gross absurditiy with it, that a man ma} be ac- 
tually sinful, yet imputatively righteous ; actually judg- 
ed and condemned, yet imputatively justified and glo- 
lifiedr In short, he may be actually damned^ and jet 
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imputatively^ saved 5 otherwise it mast be acTcnowledg- 
ed, that obedience to justification ought to be as per- 
sonally extensive, as was disobedience to condemnation. 
In which real, not imputative sense, those various terms 
of sanctification, righteousness, resurrection, life, re- 
demption, justification, &c. are most infallibly to be un- 
derstood. 

5. Nor are those words, impute^ inq^Htedy imputeth^ 
imputingy used in scripture by way of opposition, to 
that which is actual and inherent, as jthe assertors of an 
imputative righteousness do by their doctrine plainly 
intimate ; but so much the contrary, as that they are 
never mentioned, but to express men really and per- 
sonally to be that which is imputed to them, whether 
as guilty, as remitted, or as righteous. For instance: 
^< What man soever of the house of Israel, that l^illeth 
an ox, and bringeth it not to the doOr of the tabernacle, 
to offer unto the Lord, blood shall be imputed tint^ 
that man." Lev. xvii* 3, 4. — or charged upon him 9^ 
guilty thereofi — ^^^ And Shimei saithtinto the l:ing,Iet 
not my Lord impute iniquity unto me,^for thy servant 
doth know that I have sinned.'' 2. Sam. xix. 18, 19, 
20. 

6. « But sin is not imputed where there is no law>'? 
Rom. V. 13.. From whence it'is apparent that there, 
could be no imputation, or charging of guilt upon any, 
but such as really were guilty. Next, it is used about 
remission: ^'Blessed is the man unto whom the Lord 
imputeth not iniquity.^' Psal. xxxii^ 2.-^oras the fore- 
going words have it, ^ whose transgression isforgiven^' 
Where the non- imputation doth not argue a Qon-reali- 

7 
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ity of sin, but the reality of God's pardon ; for other- 
wise there would he nothing to forgive, nor yet su'ea! 
pardon, but only imputative^ which according to the 
cense of this doctrine, I calMmapnary. Again : ' (5od 
was in Christ reconciling the world unto himself, not 
imputing their trespasses unto them/ 2 Cor. v. 19. — 
Where also non-imputation, being a real discharge for 
actual trespasses, argues an imputation, by the reason of 
contraries, to be a real charging of actual guilt. Lastly, 
it is used in relation to righteousness* ^ Was not Abra- 
ham justified by works when he offered Isaac ? And 
by works was faith made perfect, and the scripture was 
fulfilled, which saith, Abraham believed God, and it was 
imputed unto him for righteousness.' Jam* ii. 21, 22^ 
23. — By which we must not conceive, as do the dark 
imputarians of this age, that Abraham's offering person* 
ally was not a justifying righteousness, but that Goc 
was pleased to account it so ; since God never accounts 
a thing that which it is not. Nor was there any impu 
tation of anotfaer^s righteousness to Abraham, fouton the 
contrary, his personal obedience was the ground of that 
just imputation* And therefore that any should be Jus- 
tified from the hnputation of another's righteousness, 
not inherent, or actually possessed by theni, is both ri- 
4iCiilous and dangerous. Ridiculous, since it is to say 
a man is rich to the value of a thousand pounds, whilst 
tie is not really or personaUy worth a groat, from the 
imputation of another who has it all in his possession. 
Dangerous, because it begets a confident persuasion Id 
many people of their being justified, whilst in captivity 
to those lusts, whose reward is condemnation. Whence 
came that iisulal saying amongst many professors of re- 
ligtoP;ihat God looks not on them as they are in them* 
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selves^ but as they are in Chmt. Not considering that 
none can be in Christ, who are not new creatures, which 
those cannot be reputed, who have not disrobed them- 
selves of their old garments, but are still enmftntled 
with the corruptions of the old man. 

Consequences irreligiotes and irrational. 

1. It makes Cod guilty of what the sctiptores say is 
an abomination, to wit, that he justifieth (he wicked. 

2. It makes him look upon persons as they are not^ 
or with respect, which is unworthy of his most equal 
nature* 

3. He is hereby at peace with the wicked, (if justifi- 
ed whilst sinners), who Aid, * there is no peace to the 
wickedv* 

I 4. it does not only imply eommonion with then 
here, in an imperfect state, but so to all eternity, for 
'whom hejusti&ed, them he also glorified.' Rom, viiL 
30. — Therefore wiiom he justified whilst sinners, them 
he also glorified whilst siimers. 

5. It only secures from fehe wages, not the dominion 
of sin, whereby something that is sinful comes to be 
justified, and that which defileth, to enter God's king« 
dom. 

6. It renders a man justified and condemned, dead 
and alive, redeemed and not redeemed at the same time, 
the one by an imputative righteouaaess, the other-a^ier- 
sonal unrighteousness^ 

7. It flatters men, whilst subject to the world's lustsy 
with a state of justification, and thereby invalidates the 
very end of Christ's appearance, which was to destroy 
the works of the devii^ and take away the sins of tbue 
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vorld ; t %tiitc contrary purpose than what the sail* 
factionists^ and imputariansof our time&liave imagined, 
viz: to satisfy for their sins, and by his imputed righ- 
teousness, to represent them holy in hiBi, whilst unho- 
ly in themselves*. Therefore since it was to take away 
sin, and destroy the devil's- works^ which were not i! 
himself^ for that Holy One saw no corruption, conse- 
qently in mankind ; what can therefore be concluded 
more evidently true,. than that such In whom sin is not 
taken away, and the devil's works undestroyed, are 
strangers, notwithstanding their conceits, to the very 
end and purpose of Christ's manifestation. 

Canclusionp by way qfcmi4ion. 

Thus,, reader, have I led thee through those three so | 
generally applauded doctrines, whose confutation 1 1 
hope, though thou hast ru% thou hast read. And now I 
I call the righteous God of heaven to bear me record, I 
that*I have herein sought nothing below the defence of' 
his unity, mercy, and purity, against the rude and im- 1 
petuous assaults of tradition, press, and pulpit, from 
whenee I daily hear, what rationally induceth me to 
believe, a conspiracy is held by counter-plots, to ob- 
struct the exaltation of truth, and to betray evangeli- 
cal doctrines to idle traditions*. But God. will rebuke 
{he winds, and destruction shall attend the enemies of 
his anointed.-*-Mistake me not, we never have dis- 
owned a Father^ Word, and Spirit, which are one, but 
men's inventions. 1. Their trinity has not so much 
as a foundation in the scriptures. 2. Its original was 
three hundred years after Christianity was in the world. 
3. It having cost much blood ; in the council, of Sir- 
initim^Afina 355, it waa decreed^ <^tbat thenceforth 
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(he controversy should not be remembered, becaus* 
the scriptures of God made no mention thereof."* 
Why then should it be mentioned now with a marana* 
Iha on all that will not bow to this abstruse opinion* 

4. And it doubtless hath occasioned idolatry ; witness 
the popish images of Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

5. It scandalizeth Turks, Jews, and infidels, and palpa«« 
biy obstructs their reception of the christian doctrine. 
Nor is there more to be said pn the behalf of the oth* 
er two ; for I can boldly challenge any person to giv« 
me one scripture phrase which does approach the doc^ 
trine of satisfaction, (much less the name), considering 
to what degree it is stretched- Not that we deny, but 
really confess, that Jesus Christ, in life, doctrine, deaths 
fulfilled his father's will, and offered up a most satis- 
factory sacrifice ; but not to pay God, or help him, (as 
otherwise being unable), to save men. And for a jus- 
tification by an imputative righteousness, whilst not re- 
al, it is merely an imagination, not a reality, and there- 
fore rejected ; otherwise confest and known to be jus- 
tifying before God, because there is no abiding in' 
Chrisfs love without keeping his commandments. 
I therefore caution thee in love, of whatsoever tribe, 
or family of religion thou mayest be, not longer de- 
ceive thyself by the over-fond embraces of human ap- 
prehensipns for divine mysteries. But rather be in^* 
formed that God hath bestowed a measure of his grace 
on thee and me, to show what is good, that we may 
obey and do it ; which if thou diligently wilt observe,* 
thou shalt be led out of all unrighteousness, and in thy 
obedience shalt thou receive power to become a son gf 

* Socrat. Schol. An.3SS. Conc^ Sirrn. cap. 25. page. ^75, 
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God ; fa which happy estate God only ean Be known 
by men, and they know, themselves to be justified be- 
fore him, whom experimentaHy lo know, by Jesus 
Chrbt, b life eternak 



^ postscript of animadversions J upon TTiomas Vin- 
cenfs contradictions, delivered in his sermon from 
1 John V. 4. at the evening lecture in Spittle-yard^ 
<< For whatsoever is bom of God, overcometh ths 
world.'' 



DocTBiNE. — « Whatso- 
ever person is bon^of God, 
overcometh the world. '^ 



** There is a twofold vic- 
tory ; the first complete,^ 
the second incomplete/' 



Animad* — This is as well a contradiction to his text 
and doctrine, as to common sense. For besides that 
they neither of .them $ay» ** he that is born of God, can- 
not perfectly overcome the world/' but much the con- 
trary ; I fain would understand his intention by aq^in- 
complete victory. If he means not such a one as is 
obtained by the slaughter of every individual, but that 
which only subdues the foree> and leads captive their 
enemies, yet will the victory prove complete ;. for if 
they be so far overcome as to be disarmed of farther 
power to mischief, the dispute is properly determined. 
But whatsoever is incomplete, is but overcoming, or 
in the way to victory, and victory is the complelin|; 
of what was before imperfect. 



Contradict. *^ Such o^ 
vercome as are born again, 
who are in Christ, that 
have east o£f the old man, 
and know a change alto- 
gether new*" 



*^ Worldly lusts cannot 
be extirpated out of God'S 
people in this world»'^ 
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AviMAD. If sin must have a place in tfaem, how caa 
Ihey be bo^n.^of God, and have a place in Christ| or 
.east off the old man, and know a change altogether 

new ? " ♦ ■ 



*^ God's children cannot 
perfectly overcome the 
lusts of this world; they 
sometimes take them cap* 
tive." 



Contradict. <^ God's 
children are the greatest 
conquerors. Alexander, 
and Caesar were conquer- 
ors, but these overcome 
their lusts.^' 

Animad. JWhat strange divinity is tfiis ! That God's 
people shotild be conquerors, and yet captives; over- 
come the world, and yet be overcome thereby. 

Contradict. '• Siii may J " But not have domio- 
tyrannize over believers." ion ; it is in captivity ; it 

is in chains." 

Anihadu Who is so absolutely injurious and incon- 
trolable, as a tyrant? And notwithstanding that he 
should have no dominion, but be in captivity, and in 
chains, at best are Bedlam distinctions, and conse- 
jquently unworthy of any man^s mouth that has a share 
of common sense. 



Contradict. '*You must 
kill, or be killed ; either 
you must overcome the 
world, or the world you.'^ 
*' If ye fight, ye shall 
overcome." 



^* Incompletely ; he over- 
comes, when he breaks 
their force, leads them cap- 
tive, and puts them into 
chains; but they are not 
at all slain, they sometimes 
take him captive.'* 
Animad. To kill, or be killed, admits no middle 
way to escape j yet that both sin and God's children 
should lead one anoiher captive ; and that he which 
%hts shall over<:ome, and yet be in danger of being 
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led captiv«, because completely a conqueror, to me 
seems very strange doctrine. 

However, he goes on to tell them, "Whosoever w 
born of God, overcometh the lu^ts of the world, and he 
that overcometh the lusts of the world, overcomes the 
devils of hell ; God's children have to do with a con- 
quered enemy.'' Yet he would all this while he un- 
derstood in an " incomplete sense;" and to excite all 
to fight for this "incomplete victory/' he recommen- 
ded to their consideration, the excellent rewards of 
conquerors, that is : " To him that overcometh, will I 
^ive to eat of the tree of life, the hidden manna. I 
will give him a white stone, a new name, power over 
nations, white raiment ; yea, I will make him a pillar 
in the temple of my God ; he shall go no more out, and 
I will grant him to sit with me in my throne." Admi- 
rable privileges, I acknowledge ! But are they prom- 
ised to " incomplete conquerors?" I judge not. 

Reader, by this thou mayest be able to give a prob- 
able conjecture of the rest. And as I have begun with 
him and his co-disputants, with them I will end; who, 
notwithstanding all their boasts and calumnies against 
us, have so evaded those many opportunities we have 
offered them by letters, verbal messages, and personal 
visits, that had they any zeal for their principles, Jove 
for their reputation, or conscience in their promises, 
they would have been induced to a more direct and 
candid treaty, 

But as it hath occasioned the publication of this lit- 
tie treatise, so I am credibly informed, through the too 
busy and malicious inquisition of some concerning it, 
(which have amounted to no less than positive 
reports); it is currently discoursed, " how that a cer- 
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fain Quaker h^th lately espotrsed the controversy a- 
gainst R. F. and tberoin has perverted the christian re-^ 
ligion^ to thit degree, as plainly to deny Christ's com* 
io^n the flesh ;'^ with much more thaa was fit to be 
52id, or is fit to be answered. 

But, reader, I fehall ask no other judge to clear me 
from that most uncharitable accusation ; since first I 
am altogether unacquainted with K. F. nor ever did 
design directly such a thing, befng unwilling to seek 
more adversaries than what more nearly seek the over- 
throw of truth ; although I doubt not but this plain and 
simple treatise may prove some confutation of his sen- 
timents. 

And lastly, as concerning Christ ; although the slan^ 
der is not new, yet nevertheless false,- For I declare on 
the behalf of that despised people, vulgarly called Qua- 
kers, the grace of which we testify, hath never taught 
us to acknowledge SLnoiker God than he that is the Fa- 
ther of all things^ who fill heaven and earth. Nei- 
ther to confess another Lord Jesus Christ, thanrhe that 
appeared so many hundred years ago, made of a virgin, 
Kke unto us in all things, sm excepted ; or any other 
docto-ine thaw was- by him declared and practised. 
Therefore let every mouth be stopped from ever open- 
ing moue, in blasphemy against God's innocent heri- 
tege, who in principle, life and death, bear an unani- 
mous testimony for the only true God, true Christ, 
and heavenly doctrine,, which in their vindication i» 
•penly at;tested- by . 

^^lLLlAM PENN. 
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liriTOOBSlTO? 
WITH HlBft 0T?12iJC TACli^ 

PRESENTED 

BY WAY OF APOLOGY, 

ton THE BOOK ENTITLED 

VSOB SJOmt POUWOATIOMr MTHH tlH. 

BY WILLIAM PENN. 

^'He tbat uttereth a slander is a fool.** Pror. x. 18. 

<* A false balance is- an abomination to the Iiord." Proy. su. 1 . 



BELI6I0N, although there eaa be nothing of greater 
eoDcernmenty nor which doth more essentially import 
(he immortal happiness of men ; yet such is the calam« 
ity of the age^ that there is not any thing they are less 
solicitous abouty or serious in the prosecution of, vaia- 
]y imagining it to consist in the implicit subscription 
to, and verbal confession of men's invented traditions 
and precepts, whilst they neglect that more orthodox 
definition of the apostle James, viz. << Pure religioa 
and undefiled before God is, to visit the fatherless, and 
to keep himself unspotted from the world;'' Jam. i« 
17. and instead thereof, believe they are performing 
the beat of services^ in sacrificing the reputation^ lib** 
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«r<y, csfatc, if not lift itself of others to therr <$wn te* 
nacious conceptions ; because perhaps, Hhoogh persons 
of more virtue, they cannot in all pu'i>etiUios corres- 
pond therewith. How niuch 1 have been made. an in- 
stance must needs be too notorious to any. that bold 
the least intelligence with common fame, that scarce 
ever took more pains to make the proverb good, by 
proving herself a liar, than in my concern ; who have 
been most egregiously slandered, reviled and defamed 
by pulpit, press, and talk, terniing me a blasphemer, 
seducer, Socinian, denying the divinity of Chiist tb« 
Saviom*, and what not? And all this about my late 
answer to a disputation with some Presbyterians ; but 
how unjustly, it is the business of this short apology to 
show, which had not been thus long retarded, if an ex- 
pectation first to have been brought upon my examin- 
ation had not required a suspense. And if I shall %c 
quit myself from the injurious imputations! of my ad- 
Tersaries, I hope the cry will have an end. To which 
purpose, let but my Innocency have your hearing in 
Kcr awn defence, who, as she never can detract from 
her intentions ift what she really hath done j so will sU 
as easily disprove her enemies, in manifesting their ac 
«usations to be ficticious. Judge not before you read/ 
©either believe any further than you ^ee. 

3L That which I am credibly informed to be the 
^eatest reason for my in|prisonment,.and' that noise et 
Vasphemy^ which hath pierced so many ears of late is^ 
tf my denying the divinity of Christ, anddit^esting him 
of his eternal Godhead,*' which most busily hath beea 
suggested, as well to those in authority, as malicious- 
ly insinuated amongst the people. Wherefore let ros 
beseech you to be impartial^ aod^consideriUe iatbe pe^ 
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TQsal t>f my Titidieaiioiiy whi<3i hmng in the fear ol the 
Almighty GtM], and the simplicity of scriptttre dialeot 
presented to you, I hope my innoeency wiH appear 
i)eyond a scruple. 

The Proverbs^ whieh^ as mest agree^ inteod Chrisi 
4he Saviour^ speak in this manner : ^< By me kings 
Tcign, and prinees decree justice ^ I (wisdom) lead ia 
the midst of the paths of judgment ; I was set up from 
everlasting;** Prov. vtii. 15. 20. 28. to which Paul's 
words allude: <<unto them which are oaUed, (we 
preach) Christ the power of 6od^ and the wisdom of 
God." 2 Cor. i. 24. From whence I conclude Christ 
the Saviour to be God ; for otherwise God wouM not 
be himself ; since if Christ be distinct from God^ and 
yet €lod*s power and wisdom^ Grod would be without 
his own power and wisdom.^ — But inasmuch as it is 
impossible God's power and wisdom should be dts* 
tinct or divided from himself it reasonably fellows^ 
that Christ, who is that power and wisdom, is not dis- 
tinct from Gody but entirely that very same God« 

Next, the prophets, David >and Isaiah, speak thtis i 
^The Lord is my light and my salvation^" Psd. 
xxvii. 1. — ^' I will give thee for a light unto the gen- 
tiles." Isa« xliz. 6. — ^And speaking to the church: 
<' For the Lord bhall be thine everlastioc life.^' c^ Ix* 
20. — To which the evangelist adds, concerntagChHst: 
^ That was the true light which lighteth every maa 
that cometh into the world.'^ John i. 9. — << God is 
light, and in him is no darkness at all." 1 John i. 5.--« 
From whence I assert the unity of God and Christ, be- 
cause, though nominally distinguished, yet essentially 
the same DJvine Light. For if Christ be that Lights 
and, that Light be God; then is Christ God ; or if God 
9 
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so 

^^ uiat L^ty^snd that Light be Christ, then is Gol 
Christ.. Again: <* And the citj^ had no need of the sun, 
for.the glory, of Ged did lighten it, and t)ie Lamb 
(Christ) is the light thereof," Rev; xxi, 23. — By which 
ibe oneness of the nature of these lights plainly ap- 
peals; for since God is not God without his own glo- 
ry, and. that his glory lightens, (which it could never 
•do if it were not light,) and that the Lamb, or Christ 
is that very same Light, what can follow, but thai 
Christ the Ught and God the Light are one pun 
and eternal LighU 

Next, from the word Saviour, it is manifest: '^I 
€ven I, am the Lord, and besides me there is no Ss 
viouj**" Isa* xliii. lU ^^ And thou sbalt know no Go( 
but me* for there is no Saviour besides me.'* Hos. xiii 
4«<»^And Mary said, ^ My spirit hath rejoiced in Go 
my Saviour.'' Luke i. 47. — And the Samaritans sai 
unto the woma%. ^Now we know that this is indee( 
the Christ the Saviour of the world." John iv. 42.-< 
^ According to his grace made manifest by the appeaiv 
ing of our Saviour Jesus Christ." 2. Tim. i. 9, lo.j 
Simon Peter '< to them that have obtained like pre- 
cious faith with us, through the righteousness of God, 
ancf our Skviour Jesus Christ" 2 Pet. L 1. <<For 
therebre we suffer reproach because we trust in the 
living God, who is the Saviour of all men." 1 Tioi. 
IV. 10.— *^To the Only wise God our Saviour be glo- 
ry/' &c. Jude, ver. 25. 

^ From which I conclude Christ to be God ; for if 
none can save, or be styled properly a Saviour but 
God, and yet that Christ is said to save, and properlj 
called a Saviour, it must needs folIoW| that Christ the 
Saviour is God. 
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Lastly,/* In OieBeginmng was the fLOCPos)Woit^ 
(which the Greeks sometimes uiuierstood for Wisdom 
and Divine Reason), and 4he WorS wa» with Gk)d, and 
the Word was Cfod. All things were made by him, 
and without him was not any thing made that was 
made/^ John i. 1, S. '^ For by him were all things 
created that are in heaven, and that are !n earth. He 
is before all things, and by him aH things- consist*' 
Col. i. 16, 17.— "Upholding aH things by the word 
of his power,^* ^•c. Heb. i. 3, la — Wherefore I am 
still confirmed in the belief of Christ the Saviour* a 
divinity j for he that made all things, and by whom 
they consist and are upheld, because before aH thitigs ; 
he was not made nor upheld by another, and conse* 
quently is God. Now that this logos, or Word that 
was made Sesh, or Christ the ligM, power, and wisdom 
of God, and Saviour of men, hath nmde all things, and 
IS he by whom they only consist "and are' upheld, be- 
cause he was before them, is most evident from the re«- 
cited passages of seripture ; therefore he waS not made^ 
nor is he upheld by any other power than his own, 
and consequently is truly God. — In' short, this con- 
clusive argument for the proof of Christ the Satnour^s 
heing God, should certainly persuade all sober per- 
sons of my innocency, a^nd my adversaries* malice* He 
that is the everlasting Wisdom^ the Divine Power, the 
true Light, the only Saviour, the creating Word of all 
things, whether visible or invisible, and their uphol- 
der by his own power, is Without contradiction, God. 
But all these qualifications and divine properties are, 
by the coneurrent testimonies of scripture^ ascribed to 
the Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore^ without a scruple, 
I call and believe hloir really to be the Mighty God« 
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And ftr n more ample sttnfaeiibn, let but mjr repty^ 
to J. Clapham be perused, ia which Christ's divinity 
and eternity is very fully asserted* 

Judge then, impartial readers^ (to. whom I appeal ia 
this concern) whether my ehri^ianrreputation hath not 
been unworthily traduced ; and* that those several per* 
sons who have been posting out their books against me 
(whilst a close prisoner), have not been beating the air 
and fighting with their own shadows, in supposing what 
I never thought, nuicb less wroteof^tobetheintentioa 
of my book; and tbeaas fUriously have fastened oa 
me their own cooc^ts, escpecting I should feel the 
smart of every blow^ who thus far am no ways interest* 
€d in tiidr heat. 

. As for my being a Socinian, I* must confess I have 
fead of oneSocixuis, of (that they call) a noble family 
ia Seoe in> Italy^ who about die year 1574, being a 
^ung mail' TohmCaiiiy^ dU-^abandoo the glories, x^ea- 
sures and honors of the ^reat Duke of Tuscany 's court 
at Florence,. (diat noted plaee for all worldly delica- 
ciesy) and became a perpetual exile for his conscience,, 
whose parts^ wisdom, gravity, and just behaviour made 
bim the most famous with the Folouian and Transyl- 
Tanian churches. But I was never baptized into. his 
name, and therefore deny that reproachful epithet 
And if in any thing I acknowledge the verity of his. 
doctrine,, it is for the truth's sako^ of which, in many 
things, he had a clearer view than most of his contem- 
poraries. But not therefore a Socinian, any more thaa 
a son of the English church, whilst esteemed a Quaker 
because I justify many of her principles^.since the re- 
formation, against the Roman church*. 

* See vol. 2s Ouidt llii^«K 
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n. As fbr the business of sfttisfaction/ 1 am prev^t- 
edby.ft person whose reputation is generally great a*' 
mongst the protestants of these nations. For since the'* 
doctrine against which I n>09tiy levelled my arguments 
was, <* the impossibility of God's forgiving sin upon 
repentance, without Christ's paying his justice, by suf-^ 
fering infinite vengeance and eternal death for* sins 
past, present, and to come," he plainly in his late dis- 
course t about Christ's sufferings, against Crellius, ae«' 
knowledges me no less, by granting, upcm a new state 
of the controversy, < both the possibility of God's paiw 
doning sins, as debts, Without such a rigid satisfiictidn^ 
and the impossibility of Christ's so suffering for the 
world ;' reflecting dosely upon those persons, as ^gir-* 
ing so just an occasion to the churche's adversaries to 
think they triumph over her faith^ whilst it is only ovW 
itheir mistakes, who ar;^ with more seal than judg^^ 
'meat.' Nay, dne of the raara eiidi ^hich first induced! 
me to that discourse, I find thus delivered by him^ 
namely, if they did bdieve Christ eame into the world 
to reform it, < that the wrath of God is now revealed 
from heav^i against ali unrighteoosness, that bis love 
which is shown to the world, is to deliver them fromi 
the band ofi their enemies, that they might eerve him. 
in righteousness and holiness all the days of tfieir lives^ 
they could never imagine that salvation is entailed by 
the gospel upon a mighty confidence, or vehement per-^ 
suasion of what Christ hath done and suffered for them.'^' 
Thus doth he confess upon my hypothesis, or proposi^- 
tion, what I mainly contend for. And however posi-^*^ 
tively I may reject or deny my adversaries iinscriptu^: 

* Stiflingfleet contra Creli; page 269^ 2ra, 271, 272,. 273, 27^4 * 
•Ji>.p.l6a» 
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nl dnd imaginary satisfaction, let all know this/that f 
pretend to know no other name by which remission, 
atonement, and salvation can be obtained, but Jesus 
€hrist the Saviour, who is the power and wisdom of 
God, what apprehensions soever people mdy have en- 
tertained concerning me. "^ ' 

III. As for justification by an imputed righteousness, 
I still say, that whodoever believes in Christ shall have 
remission and justification. But then it must be sueh a 
faith as can no more live without works,, than a body 
without a spirit; Jam. ii. 26; wherefore I conclude, 
that true faith comprehends evangelical obedience. 
And here th6 same Dr. Stillingileett comes in to my re- 
lief, (though it is not wanting), b.y a plain assertion of 
the necessity of obedience, viz. * Such who make no 
ether condition of the gospel but believing, ought to 
ba^e a great care to keep their hearts sounder than their 
heads ;' thereby intimating the grand imperfection and 
danger of such a notion. And th^efore, (God Almigh- 
ty bears me record), my design was nothing less nor 
more, than to wrest those beloved and sin pleasing prin- 
ciples out of the hands, heads, and hearts of people : 
that by the fond persuasion of being justified from the 
personal righteousness of another, without relation to 
their own obedience, they might not sin on upoo trust, 
till the arrest of eternal vengeance should irrecoverably 
overtake them ; that all might be induced to an earnest 
pursuit after holiness, by a circumspect observance to 
Gk)d's Holy Spirit, < without which none shall ever see 
the Lord.' And, to shut up my apology for religious 
matters, that all may see the simplicity, scripture doc- 
Irine^ and phrase of my faith, in the most important 

t lb. p. 164, 165, 166. 
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mattars of eternal life^ I shall here sabjoln a short con^^ 
fession. 

I sincerely own, and unfeignedly believe, (by virtue 
of the soupd knowledge and experieDce received from 
the gift of that holy unction, and divine grace inspired 
from on high), in one holy, just, merciful, almighty, 
and eternal God, who is the Father of all things; [1 
Cor. viii. 5, 6.] that appeared to the holy patriarchs and 
prophetsof old. at sundry times, and in divers man- 
ners. [Heb. i. 1.] And in one Lord Jesus Christ, [1 
Cor. vili. 6.] the everlasting wisdom, divine power, 
true light, only Saviour and preserver of all, the same 
one holy, just merciful, ^Almighty, and eternal God/ 
who in the fulness of time took, and was manifested in 
the fiesh ; [John i. 14. 1 Tim. iii. 16.] At which time 
he preached, [and his disciples after him], the ever- 
lasting gospel of repentance, and proa^ise of jemission 
of sins, and eternal life to all that heard and obeyed ; 
[Mat. iv. 17. Luke xxiv. 47,], who said, he that is with 
TOO, in the flesh, shall be in you, by the spirit; and 
though he left them [as to the flesh], yet not comfort* 
less^ for he would come to them again [in the spt^rit], 
[John xiv. 17, 1&] For a little while, and they should 
not see him [as to the flesh ;] again, a little while and 
they should see him, in the spirit, (John xvi. 16.) For 
the Lord, Jesus Christ, is that Spirit, (3 Cor. iii. 17.) a 
manifestation whereof is given to every one to profit 
withal. — In which Holy Spirit I believe, as the same 
Almighty and eternal God, who, as in those times he 
ended all shadows, and became the infallible guide to 
them that walked therein, by which they were adopt* 
ed heirs and co-heirs of glory ; (Rom. viii. 14, 17.) so 
aip I a living witness, that the same holy, just, merci* 
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Mj Aljnighlyy ftftd eternal God, is now, ^ theQ» (afiftr 
Ibis tedious night of idolatry, superstition,^ and human 
inventions that hath overspFead the worlfl) gloriously 
manifested to discover and save from all iniquity, and 
to conduct to thehoJy land of pure and endless peace; 
in a word, to tabernacle in men. [Rev* xxu S.} And I 
also firmly believe, that without repenting and forsa 
king of past sins, and walking in obectience to this 
heavenly voice, which would guide into all truthy and 
establish there, remission and eternal life Qao never be 
obtained. (Proy. xxviiL 13.) Sut unto them that fear 
his name, and keep his commandments, they, and they 
only shall have right unto the tree of life. (Rev. xxiL 
14.) For whose name, sake I have been made willing, 
to relinquish and forsake all the vain fashions, enticing 
pleasures, alluring honors, and glittering glories of this 
transitory world, [Lukie xiv. 33,] and readily to accept 
the portion of .« fooi,, £nnn this deriding generation, and 
become a man of sorrows, and a perpetual reproach to 
my familiars* (1 Pet. iv. 14.) Yea, und with the great- 
est cheerfulness can designate aad confirm, with no 

, less seal, than thelpss of whatsoever this doating world 
accounts dear, this faithful, confession, having my eye 

^ £Ued upon a more enduring substance, and lasting in- 
heritance ; and, being moat infallibly assured, that when 
time s^hall be, no more, I shall, if faithful hereunto, pos« 
.sess the mansions of eternal life, and be received :/ito 
^is everlasting habitation of rest and glory. 

IV. Lastly it. may pot be unreasonable to observe, 

^that however industrious some, (those dissenters too), 
have been to represent me as a person disturbing the 
civil pettce, I have not v'lolated any truly fundamental 
law wliich relate^ to external property and good be- 
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iwviot; aDd'not to r^ngioiis appfehenslons^ it being the 
coDstaat principte of myself and friends, to maihtaia 
gobd works, and keep our eonscienees*votd of bSence^ 
paying actiire pr passite obedience, suitable to the 
meek example of ouf Lord J^us Christ. Nor would 
I have any ignorant, how forward I was by messages^- 
letters, and visits, to have determined this debate in a 
sober and seleet assembly^ notwithstanding the rude 
entertainment we had met with before.' But contrary 
to their own appointments our adversaries failed us, 
which necessitated me to that defence; atid finding the 
truth so pressed with slander, I cannot but- say I saw 
xny just call to her relief. Bat, alas ! bowhavethose two 
or three ^tennporary sheets been tost, tumbled, and 
torn on all hands, yea, aggravated to a monstrous de*^ 
sign, even the subversion of the christian religion, 
than which there could be nothing mo««^ vepungeot to 
niy principle and purpose.* l^crefore h«w very in* 
temperate as -well as unjust have all my adversaries 
been in their revfKngs,* slanders, and defamations? 
Using the most approbiouS terms of *' seducer, here* 
tic, blasphemer, deceivery Socinian, Pelagian, Simon 
Magusj impiously robbing Christ of his divinity, for 
whom the vengeance of the great day is reserved," &c.* 
Nor have these things been whispered, but, in one 
book and pulpit after another, have more or less been 
thundered out against me, as if some bull bad lately 
arrived from Rome ; and all this acted under the fbul, 
pretence of zeal and love to Jesus Christ, whose meek 
and gentle exampio always taught' it for a principal 

^^ee T. yincent's late railing piece ag^in^ the Quakers^^Jsff 
T^ X>ansoa*8 and Dr. Owjen^. 
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nark of (itie^fi|tiiitiity9.to sofTeptlie mort ontntgev 
<yua iDJarte», but never to peturo any. — Nay, if my ad- 
versaries would but be just and constant, to themselves, 
how £an they offer to conspiKe my destruction upon a 
religious ground, who either are tbemaelves under a 
present limitation, or have been form^iy by the Papists. 
Tell me,. I pray, did Luther,* that grand reformer^ 
whom you so much rever<ence, justly demand from the 
emperor at the diet of Worms, where he was summon- 
ed toi appear, that none should sit judge upon his doc- 
trines but the scripture, and in. case they should be 
casl^. that no other sentence should be passed upon him^ 
than what Gannilie] pffisred to the Jewish council, <<if 
it were not of God it would not stand.'' And if you 
will not censure him who first of all arraigned the 
christiaa world (sa.calle4) at the bar of his private 
Judgment},, that iiad so many hundred years soundly 
fiiept,. without so mucl^ aagiving one considerable sJo-ug 
or turn, during that tedious winter night of dark apos- 
tacy),. but justify his< proceedings, can you so furiously 
assault others ? But above all, you, who refuse con- 
formity to others, and that have been writing these 
^ght years of liberty of conscience, and tabe it.at this 
very season by an indulgent connivance ; what preg- 
nant testimonies do you give of your unwillingness to 
grant that to others you so earnestly beg for your- 
selves ? Doth it no^ discover your injustice, and plain- 
ly express what only want of power hinders you to 
aet ? But of all protestants in general I demand, do you 
believe that persecution to be christian in yourselves, 
that you condemned for antichristian in the Papists ? 
You judgedjt a weakness in their religion^ and lis it a 

♦Coun.Trcnt.p. 14. 
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eogent ar]^iMnt in yoars? Nay, is it not the renS& 
est w«y toenhsmce aod pi^opagate the reputation of what 
you would depress ? If you were displeased at their 
assuming an io&lUabiiity, will you believe it impossi* 
ble in yoursetoes to err? Have Whitakcr, Reynolds; 
Laod, Owen, Baxter, StilHngfleet, Poole, &c. disarm-^ 
ed the Romanists of these inhuman weapons, that you 
might employ them against your inoffensive country-* 
men ? Let the example and holy precepts of Christ 
dissuade you,, who '•' came not to- destroy, but save ;'* 
and soberly reflect upon his equal law ^ of doi^g as 
you would be done unto." Remember I have not- de- 
throned a divinity, subverted faith, made void obedi« 
ence, nor frustrated the hope of an eternal.reeompense ; 
much less have I injured your person^ oritir any thing 
deviated from that th£os>. xnthstos and suirrsBEsiSj^ 
or holy principle, so much insisted^on by philosopherd 
t and lawyers, as t&e original of' good laws, and lifiet 
No^ your own iconsciiences shall advocate on ray be** 
hair. Let it suffice,. then, that we who are nick-nam**^ 
ed Quakers, have, under every Tevolution of power 
and religion, been the most reviled, eontemned, and 
persecuted,, as if God indeed ^'had set us forth in these 
iast days as a spectacle to the world, to angels,, and to 
men ;'' 1 Cor. iv. 9.. and treated as ii^ by being whH 
We are,,our common right and inter^t in human socie* 
ties were forfeited. Neither accept that for a true 
measure of our life aod doctrines, which hath been tat 
ken by the ill will or ignorance of others y but rather 
make an impartial examination,, that what you» judga 
may be from what you know, not from what you hear 
at second hand ;. and then> we shall as little question 
your just opinion of our innocency^.as we have too mucb 
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|>een made sensible of the sad effects that follow an ig« 
norant and ungKlvised zeal. For so moostrously fond 
are some of their persuasions, and doating on iRe pat- 
rons of them, that they seldom have discretion, much 
fess religious disires to consider how true or false an- 
other reUgion is, or what may be the consequences of 
its toleration ; but with a fury, not inferior to their ig- 
norance, cry crucify, crucify ; and pharasee-like^ out 
of pretence of honor and service done to God Almigh- 
ty, and the memory o£ his holy prophets, stick not to 
persecute his beloved Son, and righteous servants. 
So cruel, blind, and obstinate is persecution. Be there- 
fore advised in the words of that meek example Jesus 
Christ, call not for fire any more ; let the taers grow 
with the wheat ; neither employ that^word any morcj 
which was eommanded to be sheathed so many hun- 
dred years ago ; (suppose we were enemiestto the trus 
religion ; but have a care you are not upon one o( 
Saul's errands to Demascus, and helping the mightj 
against God and his Anointed ;) and rather choose by 
fair and moderate debates, not penalties ratified by im- 
perial decrees,. to determine religious difiereoees. So 
will youat least obtain tranquility, which may be call- 
ed a civil unity- But if you are resolved severity 
shall take its course, in this, our case can never change,^ 
BOr happiness abate, for no human edict can possibly 
depiive us of his- glorious presence, who is able to 
make the most dismal prisons so many receptacles of 
plea5ure,.and whose heavenly fellowship doth unspeak 
ably replenish our solitary souls with divine consola- 
tion; by whose holy, meek, and harmless spirit I have 
been taught mopt freely to forgive, and not Ipss ear- 
Bestly to solicit the temporal and eternal good of all my 
^adversaries. EarewelL WIJLUAM FiLNN. 
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A QltUSTIONARV'POSTfiCKIPT* 
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Where doth the scripture say, that (Sirist suffered 
an eternal death, and infinite vengeance ? For did not 
Christ rise the third day? Ami is not infinite ven- 
geance and eternal death without end ? And doth not 
God say he was well pleased with his Son before his 
death ? And was not his offering acceptable? And did not 
the apostle say, that the saints were accepted in Christ 
that was God's beloved ? And this was after Christ 
died and rose;, and God was said to be well pleased 
[ivith his Son, both before he suffered, in his suffering,, 
after he suffered, though displeased with those that 
caused Iiim to suflfer. 
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